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Worcester Gymnasium

- School History S —
Licenses had been granted 1o farmers 1o graze their I ' ' l MOTTO: DILIGENTIA
caftle in the Breede River Valley before 1700. By 1703, (PERSEVERANCE)
there were farms between the Breede River and the ADDRESS: TULBAGH STREET,
Homans River. The first plots of land for town settlement WORCESTER

in the Worcester magisterial district were sold by public
auction in February 1820. After the first ten years {there
were several private schools in the town and surrounding
areqa. The Undenominational Boys' Public School, which
preceded the Boys' High School, started in July 1873 with
78 boys, and the Girls' High School, which started in
January 1876 with 16 girls, later became two of the better
known schools in the Cape Province. The two schools
amalgamated in January 1972 and Worcester High
2chool was founded on the site of the Boys' High School,
The Old Hall and the north-sastern wing of the Baoys'
School were kept for uss by the new school. The build-
ings of the Girls' High School currently house the Hugo
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Community College) and one hostel were apened in 1942
In January 1965 the name of the college was changed t :
Worcester Commercial High School because the lIU.iI]jJ'!D
g;i; ;zﬁprinstic]?s had been assigned to the Dm-.;trh.r Tn=_&|:hnig
iy oal. By April 18968 the school was taken :
by the then Cape Education Department and in lQHEDchE:
name changed o Worcester East High School, Worcester

Neaudé Art School and the scheolclinic. Another product
of the amalgamation was Montana High School, situated
to the north of the town. A branch of the Cape Technical
Ciollege was started in Worcester in 1941. The school
building (currently part of the campus of the Worcester

;?;y;l:rlnc:m‘um was founded in 1932 after the amalgamation
= n:lo:;tfer High Schoaol and Worcester East High Schocl
siz_ﬁ : hI-1 sc_hﬂnls had long histories, Worcester G]rmnc:—l
us as s roots in as many as four school ]
L 15 Ly s—PB
High, Girls H:g%-l. Worcester High and Worcester Eqst (];};EH
van der Wasthuizen is the current principal. -
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“There are so many differences between school rugby and
professional rughby. When I played First XV rugby for Worces-
ter Gimnasium, the focus was probably more on having fun
and enjoying the game with your mates, although the higher
you climbed in the rankings, the more pressure it crealed.
School was where many of my best friendships today were
established, and where ‘small’ things like self-discipline was
learnt. War-cries, and my school coaches, Arthur Jansen and
Marius van der Bank, are all good memories from my school
days.”

Worcester Gymnasium has nine rugby sides and has con- The big derby of the year is against HTS Drostdy. The begin-
sistently proven itself as one of the Boland's strongest rugby nings of the Worcesler derby go back to 1920, and although
schools. In 2005 it won its division in the Media24 competition, the odds are stacked against Gymnasium (Drostdy have more
a competition that tends to draw many of the “heavyweights” rugby players and depth), the derby is always a tight and

in schools rugby. Since 1964, the school has produced 136 competitive fixture,

Craven Week players. Its national representatives include !
eight SA Schoals players, as well as five SA Under-19 and Internationals

three SA Under-21 Old Boys. Those who have received Spring-

bok caps (before the 1932 amalgamation) include Percy South Africa:

Allport (1910), Buks Marais (1949), Bertus van der Merwe Percy Allport, Buks Marais,

(1955), and Johan Oosthuizen (1974). Shandre Frolick has Bertus van der Merwe T

recently played for the impressive South African Sevens side. Johan Oosthuizen

The 2007 Rugby World Cup was not without a Worcester Canada:

Gymnasium representative either, although DTH van der DTH van der Merwe

Merwe wore the Canadion Cardinal-and-Black and not the
Bok Green-and-Gold. Although cricketers Claude Henderson
and Con de Lange, and athlete Dicky Broberg, all played
First XV rugby at Worcester Gym, Blue Bulls centre JP Nel is
the school’'s most celabrated rugby Old Boy in recent years.
Dewey Swartbeool, Aswell Peterson and Whalied Heyns are
currently contracted to Boland.




	worcester-1
	worcester-2

